UPDATED: January 12, 2026
The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has issued additional guidance on the Interim Final Rule (IFR) in the form of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) has reviewed this guidance and is implementing the requirements outlined below.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Do I need to reapply or submit new documentation to maintain my certification?
Yes. All currently certified DBE and ACDBE firms must undergo a reevaluation. Firms are required to submit a Personal Narrative (PN) and a Personal Net Worth (PNW) Statement. Submissions must be completed through the certification review function at: https://jtafla.sbecompliance.com/

What happens if I was previously certified based on race or sex? Will I be automatically decertified?
No. Firms will not be automatically decertified. However, if your firm does not meet the new criteria or standards set by the IFR or the reevaluation requirements, it will be decertified from the program. During reevaluation, firms must demonstrate social and economic disadvantage under the new individualized criteria. If a firm is unable to meet these requirements, it will be decertified following the reevaluation process. Firms do have the right to appeal any decertification decision.
The previous presumptions based on race or sex no longer apply. Firms that do not plan to submit the required documentation may choose to voluntarily withdraw from the program.  We do strongly suggest that you remain in JTA’s SBE program.
Notice of Voluntary Removal - Form

I am receiving reevaluation requests from other states with deadlines. Do those dates apply to JTA?
No. JTA will begin reviewing reevaluations from February 16, 2026, through April 16, 2026. Deadlines issued by other states do not apply to JTA.
If you are unable to meet this deadline, please email us at sbe1@jtafla.com to speak with a member of our staff.

I am certified as a DBE/ACDBE in other states. Do I need to submit reevaluation documentation to every state?
Please contact each state in which you are certified to determine their specific requirements.  It is suggested that you get reevaluated in your home state first before seeking reevaluation in other states.

I am certified as a DBE/ACDBE in Florida, but Florida is not my “home state.” Will I remain certified?
Yes, you will remain certified for now; however, you must still complete the reevaluation in accordance with the IFR. JTA will begin accepting reevaluations for both in-state and out-of-state DBE/ACDBE firms from February 16, 2024, through April 16, 2024.
Please note that JTA can only process out-of-state DBE/ACDBE firms after they have been recertified in their home state in accordance with the IFR. Once recertification is complete in your home state, you may submit a reevaluation application for interstate DBE/ACDBE certification in Florida.
I was recertified in my home state. May I reapply for DBE/ACDBE certification with JTA?
Yes. JTA will begin accepting interstate requests from DBE/ACDBE-certified firms on February 16, 2026.
I am not currently certified as a DBE/ACDBE with JTA. May I still apply?
Yes. Firms may submit a new DBE/ACDBE application beginning February 16, 2026.  All required documentation, including a Personal Narrative, must be submitted.

How do I submit the required documentation?
Please refer to the “How to Apply for Certification” PowerPoint located under the “How to Apply” section of this webpage.

What must be included in the new Personal Narrative?
The Personal Narrative must:
· Describe specific instances of all of the following:
· Economic hardship
· Systemic barriers
· Denied opportunities that impeded progress or success in:
· Education
· Employment
· Business
· Not include experiences based in whole or in part on race or sex.
· Explain how these experiences resulted in economic harm.
· Include supporting documentation, particularly for financial hardship.
· Include a completed Personal Net Worth (PNW) Statement with all required supporting documentation.

If my disadvantage occurred long ago, before starting my business, do I still qualify?
Yes. A social disadvantage may have occurred at any point in time if it resulted in lasting effects.

Do I need to submit a Personal Narrative annually?
No. The Personal Narrative is a one-time submission used to establish social and economic disadvantage.

How do I complete a Personal Net Worth (PNW) Statement?
You must complete the official USDOT PNW form and submit all required documentation for each worksheet.

Is there a deadline for submitting reevaluation documentation?
Yes. JTA’s reevaluation window is February 16 through April 16. Firms are encouraged to submit early but should ensure their narratives are complete and well supported.  It is our goal to have reevaluated the bulk of our directory during that 60-day period.  We will then look at extending the timeline, as necessary.

How long will the reevaluation process take, and will my certification be affected?
Timelines will vary based on the volume of submissions. JTA’s goal is to complete reevaluations as quickly as possible.  Firms may continue to bid on contracts, but participation will not count toward DBE/ACDBE goals until recertification is complete.

Will JTA provide assistance or workshops?
JTA will not host in-person workshops, at this time. Firms are encouraged to use the resources available on the Reevaluation Program webpage.
Reevaluation DBE/ACDBE Program

What additional financial documents may be submitted?
Applicants may submit any relevant documentation, including but not limited to:
· Loan denial letters
· Employment records
· Medical or legal documents
· Witness statements
· Financial statements
· Tax returns
· Documentation of denied access to capital
· Emails or written correspondence

Can I appeal a decertification decision?
Yes. Firms may appeal a DBE/ACDBE decertification decision to the JTA and/or USDOT.  Appeal instructions will be included in the decertification notice.
Appeal Address

Jacksonville Transportation Authority
Business Compliance Hearing Request
Attn: AVP – Business Compliance – 5th Floor
100 LaVilla Center Drive Jacksonville, FL  32204

U.S. Department of Transportation
DBEAppeals@dot.gov 
Departmental Office of Civil Rights  
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Programs Division  
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

What if I choose not to submit a Personal Narrative or PNW Statement?
You may voluntarily withdraw from the DBE/ACDBE Program.  Your firm will still maintain its SBE certification, unless you request it be removed.
Notice of Voluntary Removal - Form

SBE Certification
Can a DBE/ACDBE firm become SBE certified?
Yes. JTA has certified many DBE/ACDBE firms as SBEs. When applying for DBE/ACDBE certification, JTA will automatically consider your firm for its other small business programs, including SBE, LSBE and Micro-LSBE programs, respectively.  Some firms may be required to submit additional documentation related to annual receipts.


Are out-of-state firms eligible for SBE certification?
Yes. All out-of-state firms are encouraged to become SBE certified. Please visit the JTA Business Compliance website / SBE Program page to review the requirements. https://www.jtafla.com/contact-us/business-opportunities/small-business-enterprise-sbe-program/
Firms that are not DBE/ACDBE certified may apply at:
https://jtafla.sbecompliance.com/

Contracting & Opportunities
Can I bid on contracts while reevaluation is pending?
Yes.  Firms are encouraged to become at least SBE certified, which is our race and gender-neutral program and does not require a Personal Narrative statement.  
Beginning October 1, 2025, JTA discontinued assigning project goals.  Small Business participation is of the utmost importance to JTA and the small business community.  JTA’s goal is to achieve at least 30% overall small business participation at year’s end.

What happens to existing contracts with DBE/ACDBE goals?
Prime contractors must continue to honor all pre-existing DBE/ACDBE commitments.

Other Topics
How does this rule affect state or local DBE/ACDBE programs?
The IFR applies only to federally funded USDOT programs.

Do firms still need to report race or sex demographic information when bidding?
No. The IFR removes the requirement to collect or report race or sex demographic information for bidders.

